Book Notes for The Book Thief
Directions:  Generate a set of book notes for every section or part of the book.  These notes do not need to be exhaustive, but they need to be thoughtful and observant.  For each chapter take notes in four categories:

1. Two sentence summary of the action in the part
2. Key characters and their qualities in that part
3. Literary devices

4. Themes

Template:

1. Action of each section:  In no more that TWO sentences write what is the essence of the part.  

2. Key characters:  Identify the key characters of the part and note in one or two words the quality that the character displays in that part.  You must back up your assertion with a direction citation as evidence from the chapter.
Character’s name

quality

direction citation as evidence

page #

3. Literary devices: Select two literary devices per part. Use the following format:
Name of literary device

Entire citation of the device as evidence
page #
4.  Themes:  Identify two themes per section.  Theme is a claim that an author makes stating a position about life and/or the position of people in the world.  Use the following format:

A.  Theme 
B.  Entire direct quotation supporting the theme. (no ellipses)


C..  Explanation of how the quote relates to the theme. 

Reading Schedule for Book Thief
	Section
	Due Date

	1
	January 20

	2 and 3
	January 26

	4 and 5
	February 2

	None
	February 9

	6 and 7
	February 17

	8 and 9
	February 23

	10 and Epilogue
	March 2


Final Project due March 9

Literary Devices
 Allusion:  short reference to a person, place, event, or other work of literature

Anaphora:  deliberate repetition of word or phrase at the beginning of several successive verses, clauses or paragraphs

Antithesis: a balancing or contrasting of one term against another 

Ex: fair is foul, and foul is fair

Hyperbole: a gross exaggeration, not to be taken literally

Imagery: Uses of language that evoke senses impressions—usually visual, but may be auditory, tactile (touch) olfactory (smell), gustatory (taste), or kinesthetic (sensations of movement)

Irony:  awareness by author, character, or reader of a contrast or difference between the way things seem and the way they are

Metaphor:  an implied comparison of two usually unlike things

Onomatopoeia:  the use of a word to represent or imitate natural sounds
Oxymoron:  two terms that in ordinary usage are contraries


Ex:  jumbo shrimp, icy heat

Paradox:  a concept that seems to be self-contradictory or absurd, yet turns out to have valid meaning
Personification:  an inanimate object or an abstract concept is spoken of as though it were endowed with life or with human attributes or feelings

Simile:  a stated comparison of two or more unlike things using “like” or “as” 

Symbol:  a word or image that signifies itself and something other than what is literally represented

Synechdoche:  the technique of mentioning a part of something to represent the whole


Ex: all eyes were upon him (eyes = onlookers)

Booknotes Part __________

1. Two sentence summary of section
2. Key characters
Character’s name

Quality

Direct quotation as evidence with page #

A.
B.

C.

3. Literary devices:

Name of device
Entire citation as evidence with page #

1.  

2.  

4. Themes: Power of words,  Survivor’s guilt, Good vs. Evil, Courage
A. Theme # 1 (What is the author showing us about life by using one of the above themes?)
B.  Explicit or implicit?
C. Entire citation supporting the theme with page #
D. Explanation about how this quote shows the theme
A.  Theme # 2 (What is the author showing us about life by using one of the above themes?)
B.  Explicit or implicit?

C. Entire citation supporting the theme with page #

D. Explanation about how this quote shows the theme

